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• Public Pioneer – Utah’s Online 
Library – offers 39 premium 
online databases.12 

• More than 3,000 titles of elec-
tronic books.13 

• Over 3,000 titles of download-
able audiobooks.14 

• More than 500 titles of 
downloadable videos.15 

Utahns ACCESS digital 
media from home… 

All public libraries in Utah of-
fer Internet access and 80% of 
them reported being the only 
providers of free public Inter-
net access in their commu-
nity.16  More than 3.6 million 
people connected to the Inter-
net at their public libraries.17 

Utah residents CONNECT 
at the public library... 

Utahns get their MONEY’S 
WORTH at the library… 
In 2008, Utah residents bor-
rowed over 33 million items 
from their libraries.18 This is an 
average of more than 11 items 
per person.19 
Utah ranks 3rd in the nation in 
the amount of materials bor-
rowed from public libraries.20 
Public libraries in Utah offered 
to their residents over 6.5 mil-
lion books21, more than 
780,000 CDs and cassettes,22 
and more than 550,000 videos23 
in 2008. 

Utah public libraries rank 1 in 
the nation on number of chil-
dren’s materials borrowed per 
capita.6 
13.2 million children’s items 
were checked out.7 In addition, 
children’s programs accounted 
for 18,006 or 80% of reported 
library events8 with 705,634 
people in attendance.9 

Utah kids LOVE their 
libraries... 

Utahns USE their public 
libraries all year... 
In 2008, more than 15.3 mil-
lion people visited their public 
libraries.1 This averages 6.7 vis-
its per person.2 In addition, 
over 3.6 million people used 
library computers to connect to 
the Internet.3 
Utah libraries rank 2nd in the 
country on number of visits per 
capita4 and 3rd on reference 
transactions per capita.5 

Highlights of Service 

UTAH STATE LIBRARY 

Utah residents SUPPORT 
their public library… 
Two out of three Utah resi-
dents have a library card.10 
Library operating expenditures 
included:11 
• from City or County Govern-

ment funds $78,089,352 
• from State of Utah funds 

$813,339 
• from Federal Government 

funds $342,016 
• from Other funds $4,340,140 

On a TYPICAL day, Utah 
public libraries... 
• Welcome 50,512 people.24 
• Circulate 111,314 items25 of 

which 43,632 or 39% are chil-
dren’s materials.26 

• Answer 14,132 reference ques-
tions.27 

• Present 74 library programs28 
for 2,757 people attending.29 

• Connect 12,118 people to the 
Internet.30 
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Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element #503 
divided by Data Element #208, the Undupli-
cated Population of Legal Service Area of 
the State. 

11. Actual statistic sources: FY2008 Statistical 
Annual Report of Public Library Services. 
Utah Dataset. Utah State Library Division. 
April 14, 2009. Data elements #304.1, 
304.2, 304.3, and 304.4 

12. Actual statistic: 39  – Source: Actual count 
of Public Pioneer databases as of July 1, 
2008. 

13. Actual statistic: 3,259  – Source: Number of 
items available through NetLibrary and 
Overdrive as of July 1, 2008. 

14. Actual statistic: 3,262  – Source: Number of 
items available through NetLibrary and 
Overdrive as of July 1, 2008. 

15. Actual statistic: 503  – Source: Number of 
items available through Overdrive as of July 
1, 2008. 

16. Actual statistic: 79.8% – Source: Public 
Libraries and the Internet 2008: Study 
Results and Findings. Bertot, John Carlo, et. 
al. p.79 

17. Actual statistic: 3,671,838 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element 
#651. 

18. Actual statistic: 33,728,000 – Source: 
FY2008 Statistical Annual Report of Public 
Library Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State 
Library Division. April 14, 2009. Data 
element #550. 

19. Actual statistic: 
11.29 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report 
of Public Library Services. 
Utah Dataset. Utah State 
Library Division. April 14, 
2009. Data element: Circu-
lation per capita calcula-
tion. 
20. Actual statistic: 3 – 
Source: Public Libraries 
Survey Fiscal Year 2006. 
Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. December 
2008. p. 136 

21. Actual statistic: 6,517,055 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 

1. Actual statistic: 15,305,111 – Source: 
FY2008 Statistical Annual Report of Public 
Library Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State 
Library Division. April 14, 2009. Data 
element #501 plus 3,000,000 estimated visits 
to SLCPL. 

2. Actual statistic: 6.71 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element: 
Visits per capita calculation. 

3. Actual statistic: 3,671,838 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element 
#651. 

4. Actual statistic: 2 – Source: Public Libraries 
Survey Fiscal Year 2006. Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services. December 2008. 
p. 135 

5. Actual statistic: 3 – Source: Public Libraries 
Survey Fiscal Year 2006. Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services. December 2008. 
p. 135 

6. Actual statistic: 12,976,000 – Source: Public 
Libraries Survey Fiscal Year 2006. Institute 
of Museum and Library Services. December 
2008. p. 45 

7. Actual statistic: 13,220,406 – Source: 
FY2008 Statistical Annual Report of Public 
Library Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State 
Library Division. April 14, 2009. Data 
element #551. 

8. Actual statistic: 18,006 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual 
Report of Public 
Library Services. 
Utah Dataset. Utah 
State Library Divi-
sion. April 14, 2009. 
Data element #601. 

9. Actual statistic: 
705,634 – Source: 
FY2008 Statistical 
Annual Report of 
Public Library 
Services. Utah 
Dataset. Utah State 
Library Division. 
April 14, 2009. Data element #603. 

10. Actual statistic: 65% – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 

Division. April 14, 2009. Data element 
#450. 

22. Actual statistic: 781,077 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element 
#452. 

23. Actual statistic: 552,191 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element 
#453. 

24. Actual statistic: 50,512 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element #501 
plus 3,000,000 estimated visits to SLCPL 
divided by 303 days in the year (365 minus 
10 holidays minus 52 Sundays). 

25. Actual statistic: 111,314 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element #550 
divided by 303 days in the year (365 minus 
10 holidays minus 52 Sundays). 

26. Actual statistic: 43,632 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element #551 
divided by 303 days in the year (365 minus 
10 holidays minus 52 Sundays). 

27. Actual statistic: 14,132 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element #502 
divided by 303 days in the year (365 minus 
10 holidays minus 52 Sundays). 

28. Actual statistic: 74 – Source: FY2008 Statisti-
cal Annual Report of Public Library Services. 
Utah Dataset. Utah State Library Division. 
April 14, 2009. Data element #600 divided 
by 303 days in the year (365 minus 10 holi-
days minus 52 Sundays). 

29. Actual statistic: 2,757 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element #602 
divided by 303 days in the year (365 minus 
10 holidays minus 52 Sundays). 

30. Actual statistic: 12,118 – Source: FY2008 
Statistical Annual Report of Public Library 
Services. Utah Dataset. Utah State Library 
Division. April 14, 2009. Data element #651 
divided by 303 days in the year (365 minus 
10 holidays minus 52 Sundays). 

Phone: 801-715-6777 
Fax: 801-715-6767 
E-mail: jtlee@utah.gov 

We’re on the Web! 
library.utah.gov 

Utah State Library 


